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Investigation into Methods for
Improving English Seminar

Over the course of the last six months, I have been investigating ways to make the English Seminar
course more effective in meeting the needs of the learners, yet still meet the academic and departmental re-
quirements of the English Department and Junshin University. This need has been realized through reflec-
tion on the progress of the course, measurement of learner grades and scores, and direct analysis of learner
needs as discovered through a survey. This process has been undertaken according to current EFL research
and methodology I have encountered on the Cambridge Delta (Diploma of Teaching English as a Foreign
Language) post-graduate course.

Overall, some of the benefits of the English Seminar course have been that our students receive two
English communication lessons each week, meaning that there is more chance for them to speak and use
English with their classmates. Two lessons also provides more time to expand on skills: listening, reading,

eeccccccccce Jeff MaCPherson (BERB TGRSRl AT

writing, and pronunciation.

Perhaps the greatest challenge faced by our students relates to the fact that their actual English level
and communicative ability does not always match the academic and formal examination requirements that
they are subjected to. For example, the academic nature of the TOEIC test is different to the communicative
tasks the students practice. Most of the high—level, formal vocabulary they encounter is unnatural in daily,
verbal communication—even for native speakers.

In order to discover the actual level of learners entering Eigo Joho, a level-test is conducted. 1st year stu-
dents also sit the Cambridge KET examination which is more suited to their immediate and short-term needs.
As a trial, I have surveyed one Seminar class with a Needs Analysis questionnaire. This data has helped me
to understand the learners’ actual immediate English needs along with their future English needs. From this
information, I have created a diagnostic test to discover what student English competency in relation to im-
mediate and future needs and goals. This data will help target specific weaknesses and interests, making the
language being learned more meaningful.

By being flexible and taking direct learner needs into consideration, it will be easier to model an English
communication course according to students’ wants and needs. Planning the
course in this manner, based on the results of current EFL research and best
—practice is regarded as being highly positive for students and teachers. This
will most likely improve motivation, increase communicative competence,
and assist students with employment and life beyond university.
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