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English Communication I < I — Course overview
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English Communication is a General English course
that aims to provide students a whole language ap-
proach to language learning. In this course, learners read,
listen, write and speak English. The focus is generally
more on oral/verbal communication than written com-
munication, but learners will still have opportunities to
write short texts such as emails and postcards.

During lessons, the teachers restrict the amount of
Japanese that learners use, and they themselves also
grade their language so that if Japanese is needed, it is
only used to help with difficult vocabulary or commands
that might be unfamiliar to the learners.

The learners are given opportunities to work in
pairs and groups in order to increase communicative ex-
changes and further promote speaking and listening
practice. General quizzes and end of unit tests are com-
pleted alone, but students are often allowed to check and
discuss answers upon completion.

The actual course content is based upon situations
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that are possible for the learners to encounter in Japan:
exchanging basic personal information, talking about
hobbies and interests, asking and giving advice, and ex-
pressing likes and dislikes to name a few. By presenting
language in familiar and useful contexts, it is expected
that the learners will be more interested and motivated
to participate, study and use English more willingly.

Individual learner needs, interests and levels of mo-
tivation vary, so class groups are organized with respect
to such factors. The teachers informally survey the
learners in the first lesson of the course, and that data is
then used to help place students accordingly.

With limited exposure to English, it is not expected
that learners will be able to greatly increase their ability.
Regardless, by creating friendly, enjoyable learning envi-
ronments, the teachers aim to spark interest and main-
tain learner motivation that will hopefully result in the
learners becoming more independent in their study and
use of English language and understanding of cultural
differences beyond the classroom.
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