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New Technology and Our Future

Technology is always changing, and every year we see new inventions that can make our lives easier.
Some of these inventions seem small at first, but later they change the way people live, study, and
work. For example, the smartphone began as a simple device for calling and sending messages.
Today, we use it for shopping, navigation, studying, and even paying bills. This shows how quickly
technology can grow and become part of our everyday lives.

One area that is developing very fast is artificial intelligence, often called Al. Al means machines or
programs that can “learn” from data and perform tasks that usually need human thinking. For

instance, some Al can translate languages, recognize faces, or even write short stories. While Al is not
perfect, many companies are using it to save time and reduce costs. In the future, it may become

common in schools, hospitals, and offices.

Another exciting technology is self-driving cars. These cars use cameras and sensors to “see” the
road, while computers make decisions about speed and direction. The goal is to make driving safer
and to reduce accidents caused by human mistakes. However, there are still many problems to solve,
such as how these cars should react in dangerous situations. Another problem is protecting cars from

computer hackers.

Green technology is also important for the future. Around the world, people are worried about climate
change and the environment. New inventions, such as solar panels and wind power, can create clean
energy without producing pollution. Electric cars are becoming more popular because they do not

need gasoline. These technologies may help us build a healthier planet.

Finally, many scientists are working on health technology. For example, special machines can help
doctors see inside the body without surgery. Wearable devices can measure heart rate, sleep patterns,
and daily exercise. In the future, people may even use technology to prevent sickness before it

happens.

Technology is not only about convenience; it also reflects our values and goals. When we choose
what to invent and how to use it, we are also choosing what kind of society we want to live in. For
young people today, understanding new technology will be an important skill for both work and daily
life.
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(Original Text by Nagasaki Junshin Catholic University)

Smartphones today are used for many activities besides making phone calls.

Al can already do every task that a human can do.

Some companies use Al to save time and money.

Self-driving cars use cameras and sensors to understand the road.

According to the text, self-driving cars never have any problems.

Solar panels and wind power are examples of green technology.

Electric cars are becoming more popular because they need more gasoline.

Doctors can use some health devices to look inside the body without cutting it open.
Today, wearable devices can tell doctors which sickness a person will have.

(10) The passage suggests that understanding technology is important for young people’s future.
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Accidental Inventions

In 1928, a Scottish scientist named Alexander Fleming was studying bacteria. He went on holiday and
left some Petri dishes with bacteria in his laboratory. When he came back, he saw that mold had
grown in one of the dishes and noticed something strange: the mold was killing the bacteria around it.
The mold was a type of Penicillium fungus, and it contained a powerful antibiotic. This discovery

changed medicine forever and saved millions of lives.

The invention of the microwave oven was also a happy accident. In 1945, an American engineer
named Percy Spencer was working on a radar project. He was testing a new vacuum tube called a
magnetron. While he was working, he noticed that the chocolate bar in his pocket had melted. He was
very surprised. He realized that the magnetron's microwaves were heating the chocolate. After this, he
tried to heat other foods, like popcorn and an egg. The first food cooked on purpose by microwaves

was popcorn!

Post-it Notes were invented by mistake in the 1960s. A scientist at the 3M company named Spencer
Silver was trying to invent a very strong glue. Instead, he made a very weak glue and didn’t know
what to do with it. A few years later, his colleague Art Fry was singing in his church choir and had a
problem: his paper bookmarks kept falling out of his hymn book. He remembered Spencer’s weak
glue, and he put it on the back of his bookmarks. They stuck to the page but could be removed easily

without tearing the paper! This led to the famous little yellow notes we use all the time.

In 1853, a chef named George Crum was working at a restaurant in New York. A customer
complained that his fried potatoes were too thick and not crispy enough. The customer sent them back
to the kitchen many times. The chef got angry and decided to play a joke on the customer. He sliced
the potatoes extremely thin, fried them until they were hard and crunchy, and added lots of salt. The
chef thought the customer would be unhappy, but the customer loved them! The new "Potato Chips"

became popular and were soon sold everywhere.

The invention of corn flakes came from a forgotten experiment. In the late 19th century, two brothers,
John and Will Kellogg, were trying to make healthy hospital food. They were boiling wheat to make
dough. One day, they forgot about the boiled wheat for a few hours. When they came back, the wheat
had formed small, hard, dry flakes. They roasted the flakes, and the patients loved the crunchy new

food. The brothers later tried the same process with corn, and corn flakes were born!

These inventions show that sometimes, the best way to succeed is to make a mistake!
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Who discovered penicillin by mistake?
A. Percy Spencer

B. Spencer Silver

C. George Crum

D. Alexander Fleming

What was the main reason Alexander Fleming was surprised by the mold in his laboratory?
A. The mold was a very unusual color.

B. It was growing very quickly.

C. The mold was killing the bacteria around it.

D. The mold was a new type of fungus.

What item did Percy Spencer find melted in his pocket?
A. A magnetron

B. A chocolate bar

C. A vacuum tube

D. An egg

What was the first food cooked on purpose by microwaves?
A. An egg

B. Popcorn

C. A chocolate bar

D. Corn flakes

What was Spencer Silver’s original goal when he accidentally invented the weak glue for
Post-it Notes?

A. To create a very strong glue.

B. To find a way to make bookmarks.

C. To make glue to bind hymn book spines.

D. To develop a new type of paper.



(6) What problem did Art Fry have?
A. His bookmarks kept falling out of his hymn book.
B. He forgot the lyrics to the hymns.
C. He couldn’t find a strong enough glue.
D. He needed a way to organize his laboratory notes.

(7)  What initial complaint led to the invention of potato chips?
A. The potatoes were too hard and crunchy.
B. The potatoes were too salty.
C. The customer didn’t like the chef.
D. The fried potatoes were too thick and not crispy enough.

(8) Who was the chef who invented potato chips?
A. Art Fry
B. George Crum
C. Spencer Silver

D. Percy Spencer

(9) What error did the Kelloggs make when developing a new food for patients?
A. They forgot about the boiled wheat.
B. They added too much sugar to the mix.
C. They used corn instead of wheat.
D. They used the wrong type of oven.

(10) What ingredient did the Kellogg brothers first try to make dough from before they used
corn?
A. Rice
B. Oats
C. Potatoes
D. Wheat
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1. Bob wants a cheap local restaurant with

take-out options. He prefers American food.

2. Kelly is a vegetarian. She wants to eat

somewhere downtown near her work.

3. Jim and Steve each want different
kinds of food, but they both want a lively

atmosphere. They don't mind driving to get there.

4. Katelyn and Greg are interested in
fresh ingredients and outdoor seating to enjoy the

weather.

5. Victor and Alice are celebrating their
wedding anniversary, so they want something

fancy.

(A) Cozy Café serves light meals with fresh
ingredients from the local garden. It is located in

the center of the city.

(B) Fast Food Chain provides quick burgers
and fries at low prices. Visitors can order at the

drive-through window.

(C) Sushi Restaurant is a five-minute walk
from Union Station. It specializes in fresh sushi
and Japanese cuisine. The modern interior

design won an award.

(D) Food Truck Park is located about 20
minutes outside of town. It has a wide variety of

eating options in a fun environment.

(E) Local Pizzeria is in the heart of the city. It
offers delicious pizzas made with local
ingredients. The restaurant has a beautiful

terrace overlooking Central Park.
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) “She usually goes to bed early.”
A) She always goes to sleep early.
B) Normally, she doesn’t go to sleep late.
C) She sometimes wakes up late.

“She usually goes to bed early.” = “Normally, she doesn’t go to sleep late.”

(1) “He gave up smoking two years ago.”
A) He started smoking two years ago.
B) He still smokes occasionally.

C) He quit smoking two years ago.

(2) “They are building a new hospital in our town.”
A) The new hospital in our town is completed.
B) Our town will soon have a new hospital.

C) There won’t be a new hospital in our town.

(3) “Istarted studying English when | entered university.”
A) | took up English at university.
B) I stopped learning English while | was at university.

C) I learned English throughout high school.

(4) “He used to live in London, but now he lives in Paris.”
A) He no longer lives in London.
B) He never lived in London.

C) He’s tired of living in London.

(5) “We should receive the package soon.”
A) The package arrived just now.
B) The package is arriving shortly.

C) The package was received earlier.
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He made us the exam again.
(A)take (B)took (C)taking (D) taken

He left without goodbye.
(A)say (B)saying (C)tosay (D) said

We never heard of him until then.
(A)has (B)have (C)had (D) will have

The results by next week.

R CERIL SN,

(A) will be announced (B) announced (C) are announcing (D) was announced

She the invitation, so we were disappointed.
(A) turned down  (B) turned off (C)turnedup (D) turned in

I don’t know what to do next. I’m completely at a
(A)rest (B)cost (C)stand (D) loss

This problem is than that one.
(A) complicated  (B) most complicated  (C) more complicated

He made a lot of mistakes, surprised everyone.
(A) which  (B)that (C)who (D) whom

He be at home now! | just saw him in class.
(A) must (B)can’t (C)might (D) may

She divided the cake eight pieces.
(A)with  (B)into (C)among (D)in

I’m not familiar this area.
(A) about (B)with (C)in (D) for

(D) complicating
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My father is too old to the hospital alone.
(A)walk (B)towalk (C)walking (D) walked

The teacher asked him to the answer.
(A) come up with  (B) come along (C) come across (D) come down

the news, he started to cry.

(A) Hearing (B) Heard (C) Hear (D) Hears

It was in 2010 he moved to France.
(A) where (B)that (C)who (D) which

This computer for faster communication.

(A) allow (B) allows (C) have allowed (D) allowing

The of this textbook is Cambridge.
(A) publish  (B) publishes (C) publisher (D) publishing

This path is
(A) tall (B) heavy (C)widen (D) narrow

The plan was accepted by everyone.

(A) unanimousness  (B) unanimous  (C) unanimity (D) unanimously

There is a growing of environmental issues.

(A) awareness  (B) aware (C) awarely (D) awaring
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6. Write an email to your American friend, Sarah. Tell her about your favorite comic book (manga).

e Tell her what it is called (you can write the comic’s title in Japanese if you don’t know the
English title).
e Say where and when you read it.

e Say why you like it.

Write 25-35 words on your answer sheet.

New Message — R
To Sarah2003@gmail.com

Subject Favorite comic book
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